
HUMAN RIGHTS

The concept of human rights has been costantly evolving throughout human history. They are intricately related to the laws, customs, and religions. In ancient history one of the first examples of a codification of laws which contains references to individual rights is the tablet of Hammurabi. The tablet was created by the Sumerian king Hammurabi about 4000 years ago. Although it can be considered as barbaric by today’s standards, the  282 laws of Hammurabi’s code created a precedent for a legal  system, even if it held no protection on more abstract ideas such as raxe, religion and individual freeedoms. 

It was in ancient Greece where the concept of human rights began to take a greater meaning than the prevention of arbitrary persecution. Human rights became synonymous with natural rights, rights that spring from natural law. According to the Greek tradition of Socrates and Plato, natural law is a law that reflects essentially the will of the gods who control nature. A classic examen of this occurs in Greek literature when Creon reproches Antigone for defying his command to not bury her dead brother, and she replies that she acted under the will of the gods. This idea of natural rights continued in ancient Rome, where the Roman jurist Ulpian believed that natural rights belonged to every person, whether they were Roman citizen or not.  

The most ancient document about human rights in  European history was the Magna Carta. After king John of England violated a number of  laws and customs by which England has been governed, his subjects forced him to sign the Magna Carta, or Great Charter, which enumerates a number of  what later to be thought of as human rights. Among them where the right of the church to be free from governmental interference, the right of all free citizen to own property and to be free of all excessive taxes, and established principles of due process and equality before the law.

The political and religious traditions in other parts of the world also proclaimed what have come to be called human rights, and delineating limits on rulers’ power over the lives and property of theirs citizens.

In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries in Europe several philosophers proposed the concept of “natural rights”, belonging to a person by nature not by virtue of his citizenship, religion or race. This concept was vigorously debated and rejected by some philosophers as baseless. Others saw it as a formulation of the underlying principle on which all ideas of citizens’ right and political and religious liberty were based. In 1776 most of the British colonies in North America proclaime their independence from England in a document which still firs feelings, and debate, the U.S. Declaration of Independence : all men are created equal, they are endowed by their creator with certain inalienable rights… among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
In 1789 the people of France made a revolution against absolutism. Out of the revolution came the Declaration of the Rights of Man. The concept of universal rights took root. Philosophers as Thomas Paine, John Stuart Mill, and Henry David Thoreau expanded the concept.. In the works of Thoreau there is the first use of the term “human rights”. Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King developed their ideas on non-violent resistance to unhetical government actions from these works.

The middle and tha late 19th century saw a number of issues take center stage; we consider many of them now human rights issues. They include slavery, serfdom, brutal working conditions and child labor.

The United Nations General Assembly, on December 10, 1948 adopted an Universal Declaration of Homan Rights without a dissenting vote. It is the first multinational declaration mentioning human rights by name, and the human rights movement has largely adopted it as a charter, proclaiming freedom of all men and human rights’ protection by the rule of law. Many also realized that advances in technology and changes in social structures had rendered war a threat to the continued existence of human race. Large number of people in many countries lived under the tyrants, having no recourse but war to relieve intolerable living conditions. Unless some way was found for these people, they could revolt and become the catalyst for another world war, possibly nuclear. Representatives of the majority of governments came to the conclusion that basic human rights must be protected, not only for the sake of the individuals and countries involved, but also to preserve the human race.

The early years of the modern human rights movement were rocky. “Appeal for Amnesty, 1961” had only the most rudimentary organization. The modern organization named Amnesty International gained the structure it has mostly by learning from mistakes. Early staff members operated with no oversight, and money was wasted. This led to establishing strict financial accountability. These members got involved in partisan politics while working on human rights violations in their own countries. While it will work to ensure a fair trial for all political prisoners, Amnesty International  does not adopted as prisoners of conscience anyone who has used or advocated violence for any reason. Many pro-democracy advocates were extremely upset  when the organization dropped Nelson Mandela (at the time a black South-African anti-apartheid activist in jail on trumped-up murder charges) from its list of adopted prisoners, because of  his endorsing a violent struggle against apartheid. Recognitions for the himan rights movement, and Amnesty International in particular, grew during last 20th century years. Nowaday all people recognize the importance of human rights movement. 
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